HENRIETTE                                IO3
moi He has certainly done me good, and I sm grateful to
him; for the rest he never worries me with doctrines or
dissertations on my salvation> which I leave to God, who,
like a kind, good Father, can manage that for me without
his interference. We quite understand one another, and
are very good friends.'
The amusing part of it was, that while I was studying
Bavois, he, unconsciously, was recalling me to my senses,
and I was beginning to blush at having been the dupe of a
Jesuit, who, in spite of his role of good Christian, was an
out and out humbug. He cared but for his own ease, and
having reached an age when dissipation had lost its charm,
he fascinated my simple friends. He spoke to them but of
God, angels, and eternal glory; they were convinced that
he was the hermit who had taught me the cabbala, and were
distressed because I forbade them through the oracle itself
ever to speak of my science to De la Haye. In this I was
well inspired, for in less than three weeks the wily fox had
gained such an influence over them that he fancied he no
longer needed my recommendations. He had frequent inter-
views with them from which I was excluded, and was pre-
sented to many families into which I was not admitted. He
so far presumed on his importance as to actually reprimand
me once for passing the night away from home. As soon as
I was alone with him I told him that he must never permit
himself such a liberty again, for I would punish him in a
way he little expected. A few days after this the oracle
warned my friends never to do anything which Valentine
(the cabbalistic name of De la Haye) might suggest to
them without first consulting me as to its expediency.
Bavois entered the service of the French ambassador,
which put an end to our till then frequent intercourse. The
patricians and their families are not allowed to have any-
thing to do with the households of the ministers of othef
countries. At the beginning of the carnival of 1750, I won
three thousand ducats in a lottery. Besides this I had been
winning heavily all the winter, so I felt I could not choose